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mon's private secretary entitle, h--first time since entering the room the

president spoke.
"She has been trying all son.'On the estate of a close personal

friend of mine, Mr. Hazard; atGrandfather's Clock has, been trying to get into theBlackwater,' belonging to Mr. Jo--,

She even threatened me; but 1

neve i uave oaiuou aer lor the H

being. When she learns that .

seph Harmon. It is on the Virginia
side of the Potomac, not many miles
from here a delightful automobile
ride."

Taken Irom the
be quite as. difficult to leave the hoiNotebook of an Old Detective

by Charles Edmonds Walk
tonignt as p ia 10 gam admission!The secretary again addressed the

neaveu uiuiio kuuws wnat will idetective:
pen."
, At this juncture there sound

ugui iap uu uuo ui me aoora,
nurse,' her eyes flashing with sua

And With Names end Pisces Hidden Published is a Proof That

Truth Is Stranger Than Fiction

"It is one of the blessed privileges
of this great free and enlightened
country that anybody's business; is

everybody's business. There were,

unquestionably, leaks at every step
of our negotiations and dealings with,

Ore, giiaea swntiy Dut noiselesslv.
.'J : .. .1 it- mi "m

charge of his own explosive had wiped
them both out of existence. We have
never found the slightest clue that
even remotely suggests what became
of him. And as for the precious for-

mula well, unless one of the powers
engaged in the present war was ap-

prised of Colewich's"
"However, that Is too vague and im-

practicable to consider. The formula
has been lost for months when an
hour would suffice to transcribe it
The possibility of keeping it to our-

selves was abandoned long ago.
"But here's the point. Whoever

may have stolen it, we do not want
to share in it; we don't want to lose
the secret utterly, and we stand in a
fair way of doing so unless a certain
plot, which we have the best, of rea-

sons for suspecting the existence of,
can be frustrated.

"And prompt determined action
alone will be of avail. It has re-

duced itself to a matter of minutes,
and I am acquainting you with the
facts with a brevity that must not be
considered discourtesy "

Hazard interrupted, brushing away
the attempted apology with an impa-

tient gesture. He could be as quick
to act as governmental heads.

"One question before you go furth

iv it; ami upcucu it. men the numl
deliberately and violently pushed gj
intruder away, went into the hall Z

A subdued murmur of voicee

her on her short journey, together
with the purposeful air of strength
and efliciency that stamped the chauf-
feur and his companion, whose nar-

rowed eyes flashed her a penetrating
look of interest when she appeared,

to tne man oesiae tne bed n.
morbidly sensible of the slow tul
tock, tick-toc- k of the tall old eul

resolved her doubts and raised her cu i no oim uibu n rgmar DreatUlor
I I.. 1 11.1 -

poor Colewich, else the plotters
could not have acted with such

unerring assurance. The loy-

alty of one or two men who may
be absolutely trusted is more depend-

able, gives more and better assurances
of security, than serried ranks and
battlemented walls. Hence our re-

liance upon Mr. Harmon and a select-

ed few of Mr. Curtis' operatives in this
critical emergency."

"And who is tne cnemist making the

analyses?"
"Our chief ordnance expert Mr.

Jonas Hudnutt"

piamiy uuuiuie.riously to the Nth degree. In a little while the nurse rehmShe recognized in the companion

"You shall do no such silly thing as
wire back our resignations. We'll do
exactly as these telegrams command.
I have an idea that we can get back
at the chief much more effectively
than by betraying his confidence in us
at the eleventh hour."

However, very shortly something
happened that put an entirely differ-
ent complexiou upon the matter. Some-

thing that cooled Hazard's ire and
made him grow by degrees serious
and thoughtful. Something that made
Helen furtively slip her hand Into his
and murmur cryptically:

"Together as we have always
wanted it!"

unturned, cool, capable.one of the best-know- n operatives of
"The Von Hellwig again"-- mithe United States secret service.

to the tall man's look of inquiry, bJ
IV. HiBiBiB iiuw upuu Knowing tne tuatJ

I ,Lt- - -- 1 - ,(
Felix Hazard as yet had not the uy una uiuck.

"And you told her?"
i qia. one nearly tainted M

faintest inkling of the nature of the
affair whose urgent gravity his chief
had been at such pains to emphasize.

er." said he. "If the formula never are sure, are you, Felix, fast
came to you, how can you expect" can be no hitch?"He knew only that the emergency He in turn was interrupted. The "Positive. Do you think I woultjJmust have arisen within the last 36II.

you db impeniea r Tne wires aw M
connected at two points; at the (

secretary continued:
"I was coming to that For the pur

pose of the tests a considerable quan-

tity of the explosive was manufac

hours, else he would have had some
hint of it before leaving Chicago.

His thoughts were imbued with
Helen; he was impatient of the sep

tact behind the clock dial, and
at the coherer where it is Jamad

tured. Several government chemists against tne powder m a potatoaration, however brief it might prove

Night, and a violent spring storm

raging along the Potomac. Now a

stinging, powdery snow, that bit the

flesh, waB driving before a furious

northeasterly gale.
To enter the old Harmon home-

stead was to step from pandemonium
into a haven of tranquillity. Indeed,

inside the house the only sounds one
was consclpus of were from the crack-Jin- g

logs in the wide hall's
fireplace and the sedate ticking

of the ancient grandfather's clock
that stood against a wall of the living
room.

in the cellar.assisted in various steps of the pro
cess, though certain details Colewich rou anow, tteien, tnere wai

At an agreed upon hour of the fore-

noon Felix Hazard and Helen Bertel

foregathered at a certain loop res-

taurant, noted not alone for the ex-

cellence of its cuisine, hut also for the
fastidious class of its patronage; the
one not always connoting the other,

by any manner of means. After a
hasty luncheon they went In a taxi to

the Union station, where they boarded

the Washington drawing-roo- sleeper
attached to the Broadway limited.
Their sections were directly opposite
to each other.

Now it is worthy of note that all

the time they were together this day,
and until the event happened which

startled them from their strained at-

titudes, their bearing toward each

other was decidedly peculiar, to say
the leastP An observant onlooker even

might have concluded that they strug-

gled with seething volcanic emotions,
all the more turbulent and re-

pressed, were it not absurd to attribute
a betrayal of feelings so strenuous to

these two schooled and seasoned op-

eratives of the Sutherland Detective

agency.
However that may be, and whatever

the object of this seemingly clandes-
tine journey, both carefully refrained
from discussing anything save the
most ordinary everyday topics.

The two, having stowed their light-

er luggage, sat in Helen's section.
Time and the train sped on, and their
strained, alert, watchful attitudes did
not relax until the train was flying
across Indiana and nearing Fort
Wcyne.

It was Just as they were leaving this
city that the bombshell exploded in

their faces. The Pullman conductor
entered the car with two telegrams.

"Telegram for Mr. Felix Hazard,"
he announced. And Hazard started to
his feet as If propelled by a spring.

But the next announcement made

would permit no one but himself to theory advanced at the 'ime that f

witness; and what they thus learned, French battleship Republique's
together with the success of the zines were exploded by means of ion

The event which determined the
course of the elopers fell at Lafayette.
Here a second, and this time a long
telegram was handed them, and Haz-

ard, with the aid of a little red leather-boun- d

book, translated its phrases.
For it was composed in that one of

the several Sutherland codes that was
used only in cases of the most ex-

traordinary gravity and Importance.
As finally rendered the code message
read thus:

"Neither my former message nor this
one is a command, but an appeal:
first, to your sense of loyalty to us,
and next, to your patriotism.

"For the matter on which you are
so urgently wanted at Washington is
of no less gravity than being one that

analysis by the army and navy expert, advanced wireless method. Douhi

we have reason to feel assured that it was only an imaginative story.
this apparatus works, beyond dm1soon we shall share the secret with

at least one other great power the Here, of all places in this house of Four times it has failed. Four tin

many spacious chambers, a sick-roo-one that stole it. Our success all Miss von Hellwig has stolen in

had been prepared; for the master ofdepends upon one thing: if we lose and set back the clock an hour sot
Schmidt might have an opportunity!
tinker with his colls and adjustmei
in an effort to find and correct Its d

fects. It is my belief that some of tl

vitally affects our government, our
other servants have been bribed. J

to be, and he saw little enough of
sights already familiar to him.

The building that housed the Suth-
erland offices was distinguished from
all its newer neighbors by having
entrances on,,sthree streets.

Hazard's taxi drew up at one of
the main entrances, and at the ap-

pointed minute he sprang out and hur-

ried In, to find Prentice impatiently
waiting for him.

"Something's happened since you
showed up," said he with an air of un-

corking himself. "All our plans are

changed; the man you are to see will

come here should bo here now in-

stead of ua "

The almost breathless explanation
was rudely broken in upon by the
harsh rasp of a buzzer indicator.

Prentice snatched up his desk tele-

phone. "Bet that's him now," said
he.

He' listened a moment, then a

strange, awed expression overspread
his features.

"Show them right in," he jerkily
commanded, slamming up the receiver
and running over to open the door.

A man presently entered, the dig-

nity of whose position brought Haz-

ard instantly to his feet.

Well, we'll know who they are '

the panic starts. . . . There!

national honor.
"Prentice will advise you fully.
"It is the opportunity of your life-

time.
"I rely on you.

A woman's piercing scream
tered the silence and persisted
a hopeless note that froze the bla

"Am not fully informed of all par There were men s muffled, strand

curses, sounds of desperate stnticulars of Mrs. Hazard's assignment
A woman operative is wanted, and
neither the Washington nor Pitts and combat from various regions of tl

house.
And then the old clock began i

ing eleven.

burgh offices can meet the call just at
this time. Understand the work is
agreeable and will suffice to occupy
her time pleasantly during the ordeal VI.
of an enforced separation. Some weeks after the strain

night at Blackwater Felix and M"Will expect an immediate favorable
reply. Congratulations and God bless were once moro back In the Site

land's shabby, rambling old suite 1you both."
When Helen perceived the lean Fifth avenue offices, where the (It was the president.

Close behind him followed two oth vated roars all day and all night.
ers in whom he recognized the sec noise was music in their ears.

retary of war arid Curtis, head of the burly chief's features were quite I

United States secret service. illegible as usual; but Helen wan
Before any sort of introduction ing him intently with a little

could be made the secretary at once

him drop back beside Helen in a state
that might well be described as bor-

dering on collapse. The countenances
of both betrayed the utmost consterna-
tion and chagrin.

"Telegram for Mrs. Felix Hazard,"
Issued from the conductor.

Hazard snatched the two yellow en-

velopes from the outstretched hand.
With nervous, shaking fingers, they
were torn open simultaneously and
their contents absorbed at a glance.

The effects, though, of the two mes-

sages were vastly dissimilar. Whereas
the man first groaned and next gritted
his teeth in speechless rage, the girl,
after a moment of confused, discon-

certed silence, burst Into laughter.
The tenor of the two telegrams,

when It is understood that both were
from Billy Sutherland, Hazard's and
Helen's chief, will sufficiently account
for their extraordinary conduct and

discomposure.
"You can't fool your Uncle Dudley,"

wrinkle between her brows.
explained to Prentice: "I have it, chief," she expfad

We decided it would be more ad "though ordinarily It would reqnhtj
visable for us to come here than for

hawklike features of her consort hard-
en, and the dark, intense eyes take
on the old keen look of concentration
and capability with which long asso-
ciation had mado her familiar, she in-

dulged in a covert, enigmatic little
smile and for the second time surrep-
titiously squeezed his long, sinewy
fingers.

It is enough to say that a favorable
reply,-- albeit laconic to the point of
curtness, was flashed to the anxiously
waiting chief hack in Chicago.

Arrived finally at Washington with-
out further incident, Hazard first dis-

covered that he was not obliged to
look up Prentice; that gentleman was
at the station awaiting him. And
then if the bride and groom

clairvoyant to plumb the depths 1

your inner consciousness and dial

any trace of feeling that might hi
you to come to us. Curtis and I ar-

rived singly and waited for the pres
ident, whose deep concern would Ing dormant there. Bit the farti
not allow him to wait for our I have just discovered it that

report. Every entrance, hallway and are genuinely glad to see U8

elevator ' is closely guarded by Mr, again and don't know how to sayi
Curtis' men, so there is little like The chief cocked a shaggy eyew

lihood that we shall be unpleasantly at her and his dull eyes Hngeredl
intruded upon." the happy, flushed face a moment!

Then Hazard was presented and "Yes," he admitted. "And 1mlran Hazard's telegram. "You are due
to get yours when you arrive at Wash the party at once got down to business that we are not going to lose

The secretary took it upon himself either. I'll tell you all about it I

to lay the case before Hazard. I've heard the balance of the (

"On the eighteenth of last Marc- h- of your stirring honeymoon advel

nearly a year ago an American in It is something, you know, tMtqJoseph Harmon Had Expressed a Dying Man's Whim to Pass His Last
Hours in a Room Where He Had Known So Many Pleasant Ones.ventor named Colewich came to Gen never be embodied In a written

eral Harker, head of the Army bu-

reau, with a new type of explosive
port."

It was Hazard who replied.the small quantity of powder on hand
our efforts are balked utterly. "There is little more to tell I

"Now, some weeks ago information yon know, chief. That very dayl
nutt discovered the process foil

the house was mortally 111 or so the
celebrated specialist, arrived, that day
from Chicago, had pronounced. And

Joseph Harmon had expressed a dying
man's whim to pass his last hours in
a room where he had known so many
pleasant ones.

Ill he unmistakably was.

came to Mr. Curtis of another plot,
one aimed to destroy the modicum of

ing the 'hellpowder,' as he verjl

wanted anything further to emphasize
the seriousness of the affair that
had so unceremoniously obtruded
itself into the midst of their new-

found happiness, it was plainly mani-

fest in the sober, absent, hurried fash-Io- n

with which Prentice offered his con-

gratulations and best wishes.
All during their brief colloquy he

seemed worried and uneasy.
"Felix," he said abruptly at last,

"i don't want to seem rude, but it
won't do for us to be seen together too
much.

"Take a taxi and ride round a half-hou- r,

then come to the office. Meet
you there. I'll start Mrs. Hazaard
toward the Interstate National. Her
job's easy. Something like the Dav-ena-

case, only there's no bloodthirsty
dog to be afraid of. Old Jonas is wait-

ing."
"And who, pray, is 'Old Jonas?'"

Helen wanted to know.
Prentice stared.

propriately calls it 80 thepowder less than two pounds, but
sufficient to wipe out a city block all would have gained nothing by I

that we have remaining. It is vitally succeeded.
important that our chemist proceed "The only place Curtis' mail
with as much despatch as possible, down was in a lack of tei

knowledge. Not that I'm an

But the two tense figures who re-

garded each other across his bed
seemed paying but scant heed to him.
One was the specialist; the other a
tall, strikingly handsome girl in a

ington. Report immediately to iren-tice.- "

Prentice was the Washington repre-
sentative of the Sutherland agency.

Helen's message was couched dif-

ferently, but Its import was much the
same. It read:

"Your elopement Is foiled. Revenge
Is sweet Report Immediately on ar-

rival at Washington to Jonas Hud-nutt- ,

Interstate National bank. Fur-

ther instructions will await you."
After the two messages had been

exchanged and considered In glum
silence on Hazard's part, and In a pre-

occupied, half shy, half sly way on

Helen's, the former abruptly burst
forth:

"Report to Prentice! I will like
like like thunder!"
Mrs. Hazard gave him a sldewise

look from beneath her long lashes.
"Go ahead and say It," she demurely

invited; "den't mind me. I can't help
myself now. ... If we don't obey
orders, what then?"

"Why, I we'll resign. Ill wire both
of our resignations in at the next stop.
Then, somewhere between here and

Pittsburgh or Washington, we'll quiet-

ly change our route and lose ourselves.
I'll figure that out by and by."

"Who Is Jonas Hudnutt, do you sup

clan myself; but when Helen toUJ

about the Von Hellwig woman n

Colewich's claims were so extrava-

gant that the ordnance department
was very skeptical regarding them;
but following their customary policy
not to disregard any possibility of ad-

vancement in any branch of the serv-

ice, Colewich was promised a thor-

ough trial of his invention, and later
he was notified that the first day had
been set.

"It is enough to say of this explo-
sive .that it more than justified its
inventor's claims, it proved so pow-

erful, as a matter of fact, that it it
is not lost to the world it will re-

duce the possibilities of future war-

fare almost to nothing. Its possibili-
ties for destruction are simply be-

yond the power of words to describe.
In shells of ordinary field-typ- e artil-

lery, the solidest and most modern of
fortifications become as houses of

'straw.
"It Is obvious that such a terrible

nurse s uniform.

for once we know the process the
loss of our little supply of course
will not matter. For that reason the
supply at all times must be kept eas-

ily accessible. And in any event,
even if no plot to destroy it were
hatching, we could not force it into

dline with the clock, why, I
Just now her fine, wide gray eyes nrettv clnnn tn thA truth. Htfl

are tragic with the emotions they mlr
ror. tiniacy and heart to heart taltoj

Schmidt, the butler, implicated jThe clock ticks on purposefully withanybody's custody. and, barring that they were raw
the dignity of age."Why," he exclaimed, don t you shrewd to suspect our motlvetl

rest was easy. Mr. Harmon toollknow? Lsan closer so's I can whis

perate measures to blind them.1per . . . He's the army and navy
expert that analyzes and passes on all I'm glad to know that he will g"J

"I tell you," the girl whispers, "It Is
the most dreadful thing, the most
splendid example of unselfish courage,
that I ever heard of. He deliberately
innoculated himself with the virus as
the only way he could find to achieve

"There was a panel In theexplosives."
III. hlnil hn olnrlr frnm whlph SCB

"It is the silence and invisibility
with which the plotters are working
that fills us with the gravest concern.
We are morally certain respecting the
identity of the conspirators' head and
director: one of the capital's distin-

guished. . . " He learned forward
and whispered the name in Hazard's
ear.

"But we have been unable to con-

nect him with it definitely enough to
take proper action with the power he

Mr. Jonas Hudnutt Helen found to who Is really a finished electrics'

be an elderly though vigorous man gineer could work without muoiinstrument of destruction should not
hard-eve- d and and of discovery. The wires wew

two ends that he might advance a
reasonable, plausible excuse for being
removed to this room and remaining
here constantly, and that we might

ranged that after an outside
be allowed to fall into the possession
of any other nation; but, alas, it seems
as though it has.

brusque both of speech and manner,
Yet he did not appear very formidable tlon waa closed, when the clock!

come nere in roles that place our mo B3t to plevfln a. contact was UiadtHis first words were a question,
tives above suspicion, that make our circuit comnlnted. and thefired at her in a dry, hard voice. "However, that's neither here nor

there now. Very little time was wast-

ed in coming to terms with Colewich,"Young woman, do you know the would have been exploded or--lpresence natural and regular. .
But, poor, poor man!"difference between central and east CnmnlAtalv wlntna-- rnt Aver?

The sick man ventured a feeble pro tha onuea What hnnflfflS SBern time?"
Surprised by this form of catechism, two? I've been miles awaftest, wmcn was firmly though gently

for a moment Helen was, at a loss to nusned by the nurse.

of whom I can confidently assert that
he was quite patriotic in uniting with
us to keep his formula secret. But
during the course of the rigid tests
he expressed a belief that he was
being shadowed. He was by Cur

thinking of them."
The chief ahrna-efA- his sTjOBWreply.

"Why, yea," Bhe returned at length "I can say only that they wW
"Eastern time ia one hour faster than be heard of aaain." said ne,tis' men. But he maintained that

the espionage had begun before ever

i cant neip it, Mr. Harmon," she
spoke earnestly. "The doctor Is com-
ing, and that's an end of it. Men may
be as cold blooded as they like, but it
is not In any woman's nature to stand
idly by and see anybody deliberate
make a martyr of himself, even If It is

"Their memory is blotted out

pose?" Helen was sufficiently curious
to wonder. But the response was not

informing
"Confound Jonas Hudnutt, Billy

Sutherland and the whole pestiferous
breed! Just Imagine making a con-

venience of our honeymoon for some
fool business the office happens to

have in Washington just now! Or

imagine trying to trap us into what-

ever celebration the chief and Lon

Prentice may have framed up! Watch

us sidestep It."
"How do you suppose they found It

out?" mused Helen. She was herself
vexed by the discovery, but had re-

solved to accept it philosophically.
Her husband made an Inarticulate

noise which unmistakably indicated

that his Indignation had not in the
least cooled.

"He's a wise Old head, Is the chief,"
he replied bitterly. "When did you
ever know anybody to get anything on

hlmT We should have known better
than to have tried."

count wna rnrnlled from a
he had made himself known to us

rather suddenly, I understand.

thus that and nf It olnses.

represents.
"The bald truth of the matter 1b: If

our theory is correct the nation con-

cerned has committed an act of war
that cannot be disregarded. That hor-
rible possibility must be avoided it
it is within the power of human en-

deavor so to do.

"There, Mr. Hazard you see the
task we have set for you. Foil this
plot. Discover the plotters and fix
their guilt upon them in such fashion
that we may deal with them secretly,
as they deserve. Preserve for us the
secret which may, at f, critical pe-

riod, mean no less than my and your
country's salvation."

Hazard was stirred by the speaker's
undisguised show of feeling. He
asked a question:

"Where are the experiments being
made?"

The secretary of war and the pres-
ident exohanged glances. Then for the

ror nis country's sake. "What-H- i vmi mAfln i" asked M

"We doubled our precautions. Cole-

wich already had taken extra care to
safeguard bis precious formula, which
was in the safe deposit -- aults of

The man beside the bed, who bore a "That tomorrow morning
move into the office of the Ms!curious likeness to Felix Hazard

spoke.one of New York's largest banks.
ftnt aiinArintanitont. Curtis

central."
A short jerk of Jonas Hudnutt's

Iron-gra- bullet head signified his ap-

proval. Said he:
"Very good. You appear a capable

young woman. I'll Instruct you In

your duties aa we ride down to Black-wate- r.

Country estate of a er of
a friend of mine, across in Virginia.

"You won't have much to do, though,
besides taking care of the old clock.
Old family heirloom, you know. Much
prized and revered."

Helen wondered whether she had to
do with a lunatic; but the expensive,

motor that was to speed

"Well, to sum up this phase of the
London. Lord knows I wiAjAgain I must ask you," he queried,"are you sure Miss von Hellwig rematter in a nutshell: Despite our
take my place if it would o

most resolute and energetic precau ceived tne signal tonight?"
tions, between the time Colewich ob "Don't worry." she cheeret
tained the formula from the bank and nnA nf hr rar amtlAH. "I'll h1

"Yes; I distinctly overheard her tell
the Oerman butler. And she Is now
nearly frantic because she has been
denied admission to this room tonight

claims that her position as Mr. Har--

in every now and then if o4Hthe time he waif supposed to arrive
with it herein Washington, both he
and it vanished as effectively as if sSpoke Helen then, with abrupt care of Felix."

(Copyright, JSU. ojr W. 0.though quiet determination:
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